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Week Ending Friday, August 19, 1988 


Radio Address to the Nation on the 
Administration’s Goals and 
Achievements 


August 13, 1988 


My fellow Americans: 

This coming week the Republican Nation- 
al Convention will take place in New Orle- 
ans, the 32d such convention since the 
Grand Old Party first met in 1856. I want 
to talk about that convention in just a 
moment, but first I’d like to tell you a little 
about what’s been taking place here at the 
White House in the past few days. And you 
should know, I have a special reason for 
wanting to do so. You see, in this campaign 
season, some in the other party are parad- 
ing around the country, talking and talking 
about what they claim they’d do if they 
were elected. Well, while they talk, we de- 
liver. 

To begin with, I recently vetoed the de- 
fense bill that Congress had sent me. Why? 
Because Congress, perhaps taking their cue 
from the other party’s leadership, laid on 
my desk a bill that would have set back our 
nation’s defenses severely. I won’t stand for 
that and neither will George Bush. Now it’s 
up to Congress to come up with a new bill, 
one that strengthens our defenses instead of 
weakening them and strengthens our hand 
still further in dealing with the Soviets. 

Still on foreign affairs, we’re seeking from 
Congress effective aid for the freedom 
fighters in Nicaragua. In recent weeks, the 
Communist regime in Nicaragua—the 
regime the freedom fighters are opposing— 
has stalled the Arias peace plan, expelled 
the American Ambassador to Nicaragua, 
shut down the independent press, and bru- 
tally suppressed a peaceful protest. Regard- 
ing Nicaragua, the leadership of the other 
party advocates policies of disengagement 
and unconeern, policies that would surely 
permit th Communists to consolidate their 
power. Indeed, they would permit a Com- 
munist lock on a nation right here in our 
own hemisphere. George Bush and I 


happen to disagree with them. It’s our firm 
belief that in Nicaragua the United States 
has a high moral duty: a duty to stand for 
human liberty and to extend our help to 
those who are struggling to secure it. 

Turning to matters here at home, we saw 
the passage this past week of an important 
fair housing bill. George Bush and I have 
supported stronger fair housing measures 
from the first, and I look forward to signing 
the measure. On Wednesday, I signed legis- 
lation that compensates Japanese-Americans 
who were wrongly interned during the 
Second World War. And on Thursday, I 
signed into law the largest disaster relief bill 
in our history: drought legislation that will 
help the tens of thousands of American 
farmers who are suffering from this sum- 
mer’s terrible shortage of rain. 

So, while the other party talks about com- 
passion, we put it into action. 

We're also working on important legisla- 
tion involving trade. And in this connection, 
I might as well admit that the leadership of 
the other party has my Irish up. You see, 
they talk as if the country were in some 
kind of recession, if not in outright depres- 
sion. But the truth is just the opposite. Since 
George Bush and I put our economic poli- 
cies in place, we’ve witnessed the longest 
peacetime expansion in American history, 
an expansion that has created over 17% 
million jobs. Now the Vice President and I 
are determined to go still further, opening 
America and all the world to still greater 
trade and economic growth. 

This past week we saw the implementing 
legislation for the U.S.-Canada free trade 
agreement move closer to final congression- 
al approval. And Congress has passed a 
trade bill: one that more closely reflects 
George Bush’s and my emphasis on world 
trade that is both free and, yes, fair. 

So, you see, while the leadership of the 
other party have been talking, George Bush 
and I’ve been hard at work, putting into 
practice the ideals you believe in, the ideals 
that, at her heart, America has always stood 
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for: strong defenses; low taxes and limited 
government; compassion and fair play, like 
that embodied in the fair housing bill; faith 
in our future; and an openness to the rest of 
the world, as demonstrated in our trade leg- 
islation. And, yes, those are just the ideals 
you'll hear us Republicans rededicating our- 
selves to this coming week in New Orleans. 


You know, I'll be addressing the Republi- 
can convention on Monday, the opening 
night, and taking an active role in the 
coming campaign. But even so, my name 
won't appear on any ballot this fall. What’s 
at stake for me in this election is my love 
for America and my dreams for her future. 
And that’s what my support for Vice Presi- 
dent Bush comes down to. You see, George 
Bush understands that the question for 
America today is not “What’s different?” 
but “What’s next?” 


Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 


Appointment of James L. Hooley as 
Assistant to the President and Director 
of Presidential Advance 


August 13, 1988 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of James L. Hooley to be Assist- 
ant to the President and Director of Presi- 
dential Advance. 


Mr. Hooley has served as a commissioned 
officer since June 1985, most recently as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Di- 
rector of Presidential Advance. Mr. Hooley 
has been working for Ronald Reagan since 
May 1978, serving as an advance man and 
organization consultant until the 1980 elec- 
tion. Prior to that time, he had served in 
several national and statewide campaigns as 
a political consultant. 


Mr. Hooley was recently married to the 
former Gaylynn Goble of Dallas, TX. 
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Appointment of Sherwin T.S. Chan as a 
Member of the Commission on Civil 
Rights 

August 13, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Sherwin T.S. Chan to be a 
member of the Commission on Civil Rights 
for the remainder of the 6-year term expir- 
ing November 29, 1989. He would succeed 
Clarence M. Pendleton, Jr. 

Since 1985 Mr. Chan has been an engi- 
neering specialist in the aircraft division of 
the Northrop Corp. in Hawthorne, CA. 
Prior to this he was senior engineer-scientist 
for the IBM Corp., 1967-1985. Since 1987 
Mr. Chan has also served on the President’s 
Committee on the National Medal of Sci- 
ence. 

Mr. Chan graduated from the National 
Sun Yat-Sen University (B.S., 1946) and the 
University of Southern California (MS., 
1952). He was born August 19, 1922, in 
Hong Kong. He is married, has five chil- 
dren, and resides in San Marino, CA. 


Remarks at the Welcoming Rally at the 
Republican National Convention in 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

August 14, 1988 


The President. Thank all of you, and 
thank you, Frank and Mary. It’s great to be 
in New Orleans. You know, I always feel at 
home here in Louisiana because, you know, 
I’m the fella that talked Tom Jefferson into 
buying it. [Laughter] I’m really looking for- 
ward to tomorrow night in the Superdome. 
It’s going to prove something I’ve always 
suspected: that when I finally got to the 
home of the Saints, it would be filled with 
Republicans. But I can understand the op- 
position rejecting New Orleans as their con- 
vention city, though. They really would 
have had trouble readjusting here. After all, 
they think the Sugar Bowl is located in 
Washington and is known as the United 
States Treasury. [Laughter] But I can guar- 
antee one sight here would have made 
them feel at home. We Republicans love 
our bandwagon, but all that other party’s 
got is “A Streetcar Named Desire.” [Laugh- 
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ter] This may surprise you, but today I want 
to point out similarities between myself and 
both of the nominees at the top of the other 
ticket. You see, in one way, I’m just like 
their Vice Presidential nominee: neither 
one of us shares the political views of their 
Presidential nominee. Though, come to 
think of it, I do have one thing in common 
with the fella at the top of their ticket: 
Come this January, neither one of us will be 
holding a Federal office. 

But I confess to all of you I did miss that 
other convention this summer. [Laughter] I 
did read, though, all about it—those great 
issues and ideas—and I’ve got to admit I 
found them pretty interesting when I first 
heard them back some years ago. But be- 
lieve me, I know better than to even men- 
tion their platform that—in a city that takes 
such pride in its cuisine, its cooking, who 
would dare discuss in front of the proud 
people of New Orleans anything so re- 
hashed, so reheated, and so often rejected? 
But, ladies and gentlemen, the truth is, that 
platform was one of the most artful dodges 
in American political history. It was an out- 
right refusal by the liberal leadership of the 
other party to level with the American 
people, to deal with the issues, to tell the 
American people, especially independents 
and rank-and-file Democrats, what the lib- 
eral leadership really has in store for us 
should they be victorious. 

And they gave us one huge glaring clue 
to all that when they said at the Atlanta 
convention this was a campaign about com- 
petence, not ideology. Now, let’s be honest. 
If this really were a campaign about compe- 
tence, if this really were a battle of the 
résumés, I just happen to think that the 
former captain of the Yale baseball team, 
the youngest flier in the Navy with 58 
combat missions, the former Texas wildcat- 
ter who turned down a soft job on Wall 
Street to make his own way, the former 
Member of the House of Representatives 
from Texas, the former Republican National 
Chairman—hang on, there’s more—the 
former Ambassador to the United Nations, 
the former de facto Ambassador in China, 
the Director of Central Intelligence, and 
the current Vice President of the United 
States, who’s handled every tough issue 
from deregulation to drugs to terrorism— 


frankly, I think the fella with that résumé 
has it all. 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. You're right. That’s his 
name. 

So, why did they say it? Well, you see, 
when they came right out at that conven- 
tion and said this is a campaign not about 
ideology but about competence, they were 
really telegraphing their greatest weak- 
ness—the very thing that worries them and 
their advisers most—to every State in the 
Union, to every voter in America; and that’s 
their liberal record and that of the liberal 
leadership of their party in Congress. 

The Audience. Booo! 

The President. They know what they 
intend to do once in office, but they don’t 
want the American people to find out until 
after the election. And that’s where we 
come in—you and me. We Republicans 
know the truth: That convention in Atlanta 
was the biggest masquerade since last year’s 
Mardi Gras here in New Orleans. And so, 
we're here this week for one purpose: to 
get our message to the American people, to 
prove to the liberal leadership of the other 
party, starting here and starting now, their 
attempt to hide their stand on the issues 
isn’t going to work. The masquerade is 
over. The stealth candidacy has to come out 
from cover. It’s time to talk issues; to use 
the dreaded “L” word; to say the policies of 
our opposition and the congressional leader- 
ship of his party are liberal, liberal, liberal. 
The choice before the American people this 
year is just as clear as it was in 1980 and 
1984: a choice between, on the one hand, 
the policies of limited government, eco- 
nomic growth, a strong defense, and a firm 
foreign policy and, on the other hand, poli- 
cies of tax and spend, economic stagnation, 
international weakness and accommodation, 
and always, always, always, blame America 
first. 


The Audience. Booo! 

The President. Yes, the choice this year is 
between the policies of liberalism or the 
policies of America’s political mainstream. 
But you and I understand that just having 
Republicans know all this isn’t 
enough. Our great victories of 1980 and ’84 
were based on millions of independents and 
rank and file Democrats who came our 
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way. Their votes, especially those of tradi- 
tional Democrats, is the key battleground. 
And here we have an advantage because on 
economic, social, and foreign policy issues 
those conservative-minded Democrats 
agree with us. And you know, some 
people—and I’ve been a little flattered by 
this—refer to this group as Reagan Demo- 
crats. Well, if it’s true that I have an in with 
those Democrats, here’s what I want to say 
to them today—and what I hope you'll say 
to them when you get back home: You're 
right to feel uncomfortable about the lead- 
ership of the party you and I once pledged 
loyalty to. A party that once stood for the 
broad interests of America’s working men 
and women has become a party fixated on 
the narrow agenda of the liberal elites and 
special interest groups. The power of liberal 
pressure groups in the party has grown so 
great that the rest of their candidates this 
year, the ones who voted for strong defense 
or tax cuts, didn’t even dare to get into the 
es. 

Yes, I would say to rank and file Demo- 
crats, a once proud party of hope and affir- 
mation has become dominated at the top by 
strident liberalism and negativism. The 
party of “yes” has become the party of 
“no”—no to holding the line on taxes, no to 
spending cuts, no to the line-item veto, no 
to the balanced budget amendment, no to 
the death penalty, no to tough-minded 
judges, no to enterprise zones, no to the 
school prayer amendment, no to the right 
to life, no to adequate defense spending, no 
to a strategic defense system that protects 
America from nuclear missiles—Central 
America—no to help those for fighting for— 
keep Central America safe from commu- 
nism, no to liberating Grenada, no to a 
policy in the Persian Gulf that’s help ending 
war in that region, no to a negotiating 
stance that has brought us the first nuclear 
arms reduction treaty in history, no to the 
foreign policy of strength and purpose that 
has told the truth about communism and 
helped bring the first signs of change to the 
Soviet Union in seven decades. And I would 
also say to those rank and file Democrats: 
In all these ways, the liberal leadership of 
your party has been saying no to you, and 
now it’s time for you to start saying no to 
them. And the best-—— 
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The Audience. Just say no! Just say no! 
Just say no! 

The President. All right. But the best way 
to do that is by saying yes to George Bush 
and yes to a new Congress, a Congress that 
will work with the new President, not 
against him, a Republican Congress. 

My fellow Republicans, this is the mes- 
sage we must carry to America this week 
and beyond. For too long the control of the 
Congress has been in the hands of the liber- 
al leadership. So, let us say to conservative 
Democrats and independents: Don’t cancel 
out your vote for George Bush by voting for 
a Senator or Representative who will go 
along with the liberal leadership of the 
Democratic Party and fight all the good the 
new President will try to do. But even 
beyond that, my fellow conservatives, 
beyond identifying our sharp differences on 
the issues and exposing the opposition’s at- 
tempt to hide its liberalism, there is some- 
thing else we have to do. As time has gone 
by, the memory of the economic and for- 
eign policy nightmares that we faced when 
we took office has faded. And so, we have 
to remind the American people of the 
record, of how far we’ve come. 

Now, you can be sure the opposition 
party isn’t going to help us here. They’re 
even trying to pretend those economic and 
foreign policy nightmares they gave us 
never happened. One political commenta- 
tor noticed this at their recent convention, 
and believe me, I just don’t think I can 
improve on this paragraph. Let me read to 
you what Mark Helprin said. And remem- 
ber, this is from him now, not me. Because 
you know, I might be accused of being 
biased. [Laughter] “After 8 years of Ronald 
Reagan; a dozen new or incipient democra- 
cies in South America, the Philippines, and 
South Korea; after Russian or proxy with- 
drawal in process in Afghanistan, Angola, 
and Cambodia; the winding down of the 
Iran-Iraq war; half a dozen treaties and 
summits with a marvelously chastened 
Soviet Union; after the longest peacetime 
economic expansion in American history, 
record employment, and a two-point drop 
in the unemployment rate; a significant 
drop in the crime rate; a 12-point drop in 
the prime rate, and a 10-point drop in the 
rate of inflation—not to mention tax reform 
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and an economy that has succeeded in 
making the stock market crash almost in- 
consequential—the Democrats trotted out 
Jimmy Carter to say ‘I told you so.’” 
[Laughter] And you know something, when 
I saw that happen in Atlanta, forgive me, 
but I couldn’t help but think: There he goes 
again. 

And you know, we didn’t just see at that 
convention the desire to forget about the 
record of chaos their policies gave America 
in the seventies. We also heard them 
openly saying they’re going to steal our 
words and slogans—words like “communi- 
ty,” “family,” “values.” And even more 
amazing, after 8 years of prophesying 
gloom and predicting doom every night on 
the evening news, they now want to be— 
and are you ready for this—optimistic and 
hopeful. [Laughter] 

You know, that reminds me of a little 
story. [Laughter] It’s about Mark Twain. 
One dark day Mark Twain went through 
shirt after shirt after shirt and just couldn’t 
get one with all the buttons on it, and final- 
ly, losing his patience, he flew into a rage 
and then used a string of some very choice 
words. And then, as the story is told, when 
he was through, he turned and was startled 
to see his wife standing in the doorway. 
Carefully, slowly, and without a trace of 
emotion, she repeated every naughty word 
just uttered by her husband. That took sev- 
eral minutes. [Laughter] And when she was 
through, she stood impassive in silence, 
hoping her display would shame Twain. In- 
stead, there was a twinkle in his eye. He 
said, “My dear, you have the words. You 
don’t have the music.” [Laughter] Well, 
that’s true about the so-called leaders of the 
other party. They can try and adopt our 
words, but as long as we Republicans get 
out there and give the American people the 
music, there isn’t a chance they'll get away 
with it. 

So, that’s the job ahead of us. And you tell 
me, when the liberals try to tell the Ameri- 
can people they won’t raise taxes, but fail to 
mention the new spending programs 
they’ve promised every liberal special inter- 
est group in Washington, are we going to 
stand by and let ’em get away with it? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. When the liberal leader- 
ship tries to portray themselves as the 


newly ordained champions of law and 
order, but forgets to mention they have 
given a virtual veto power over the Su- 
preme Court appointments to fellow liber- 
als like the Civil Liberties Union—— 

The Audience. Booo! 

The President. I'm with you. Are we 
going to stand by and let them get away 
with it? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. When the liberal leader- 
ship tries to tell the American people that 
they’re the party of peace, but forgets to 
admit they jeopardized the chance for 
peace and tried to tie my hands in arms 
negotiations by favoring a nuclear freeze, 
cutting defense, and gutting SDI, are we 
going to let them get away with it? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. 1 thought you might 
object. [Laughter] You know, when they 
start using our words and slogans and then 
try to tell us that’s how they’re going to 
make the American people vote for them in 
November, it reminds me of that little kid 
at school who the day after getting his 
report card went back to school and said, 
“Teacher, I thought somebody should warn 
you. My dad says that unless my math 
grades go up, somebody’s going to get a 
whipping.” [Laughter] You know what? 
They’re right about one thing: The Ameri- 
can people, just like that young fellow’s 
dad, really are in a mood to settle some 
important questions this November. And it 
won’t be President Bush and a new Repub- 
lican Congress, but those liberals from the 
other party that the American people take 
out behind the barn. 

So, ladies and gentlemen, we have to get 
our word out about our own great record. 
But one other thing, too. Nobody votes for 
you just to say thank you. Americans can be 
appreciative about the past, but believe me, 
Americans vote for a vision of the future. 
So, we must talk to America about her 
future. We conservatives must go to the 
American people and tell them even 68 
months of economic growth and 17% mil- 
lion new jobs isn’t good enough for us. We 
want more—more growth, more opportuni- 
ty, more jobs. 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 
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The President. Right. And we intend to 
ensure this kind of economic prosperity 
right through the nineties and into the next 
century by guaranteeing the Federal Gov- 
ernment can never again spend and tax the 
American people into another economic 
nightmare. We'll do it by passing the line- 
item veto, the balanced budget amend- 
ment, and limits on the congressional taxing 
power. 

So, too, we never want to see the day 
when the Supreme Court is more interested 
in criminal rights than in the rights of the 
victim and of society itself. You know, the 
next President may have the opportunity to 
appoint three and possibly four new justices 
shortly after taking office. We want to tell 
the American people what it will mean for 
their future if it’s George Bush making 
those appointments. 

And finally, there is this one last issue, 
yes, more important than even all the other 
crucial matters I’ve discussed with you 
today. Ladies and gentlemen, when we 
were together in Detroit in 1980 and Dallas 
in 1984, I wonder how many of us could 
really have believed then that so many of 
our fondest hopes and dreams for America 
would come true. And of all those things 
that have happened, how many of us could 
have imagined 8 or even 4 years ago that 
one day I would have the opportunity to 
stand, as I did a few months ago, there in 
the Lenin Hills, at a podium at Moscow 
State University, and tell the young people 
of Russia about the wonder and glory of 
human freedom. And here is the crux, the 
heart of the matter. With the beginnings of 
change we’ve seen in the Eastern bloc and 
with the development of concepts like SDI 
that destroy weapons, not people, it is just 
possible that we have a chance now to end 
the two great nightmares of this century 
and give our children a future free of both 
totalitarianism and nuclear terror. 

My fellow Republicans, we have proved 
that what works in foreign policy is exactly 
the opposite of the policies of our opposi- 
tion. We have demonstrated time and again 
that plain talk, a strong defense, and tough 
diplomacy bring peace. What a great 
moment we have before us, and oh how 
future generations will dishonor us if now, 
in a moment of sudden folly, we throw it all 
away. And this is what is now at stake. We 
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must hold to this moment of hope. And I 
tell you with every ounce of energy and 
every fiber of my being, only electing 
George Bush President of the United States 
can accomplish that. So, let us go forth this 
week to tell the American people what’s 
really at stake: the fate of generations to 
come, the hopes of peace and freedom for 
our children, for all the children of the 
world. 

Don’t let anyone tell you this is just an- 
other campaign. Don’t let anyone tell you 
that we’re just good administrators out to 
renew our management contract. Instead, 
remember this: This isn’t a campaign, it’s a 
crusade, a crusade for America’s future; and 
this, too: We aren’t just good conservative 
managers, we are the keepers of the flame, 
the protectors of the dream. The American 
dream that someday freedom will be the 
blessing and birthright of every people in 
every nation across God’s greening Earth. 
This is a dream worth protecting and one, 
believe me, that needs protecting—protec- 
tion from those who would squander it 
away with special interest spending; for 
those who would tax the American people 
into servitude; those who would make leni- 
ency, not justice, the hallmark of our court- 
rooms; those who would risk a Soviet-base 
camp in Central America; those who would 
cut defense or end SDI or return us to 
weakness and accommodation abroad. No, 
my fellow Republicans, this is not the future 
our fellow Americans want. 

So, let us go to the American people. Let 
us tell them of our vision, of the future we 
offer: a future of economic growth and op- 
portunity and democratic revolution and 
peace among nations. And let us remind 
them, too, of America’s destiny, of our great 
calling as a people. And let us take them to 
a place where they can see with us that 
hilltop just now being glimpsed through the 
dark, but dispersing clouds of 20th-century 
tragedy. Let us help them look from there 
upon that shining city we have seen and 
labored for and loved so long, a city aglow 
with the light of human freedom, a light 
that someday will cast its glow on every 
dark corner of the world and on every age 
and generation to come. 

My fellow Republicans, America needs 
the strength, the vision, and the true grit of 
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George Bush. And after almost a half a cen- 
tury of Democratic Congresses, America 
needs a Republican Congress. And you and 
I are going to give her both. Let’s do this 
for America. Thank you, and God bless you 
all. 


[At this point, Mr. Fahrenkopf presented 
the President with a giant gavel.| 

The President. 1 can’t wait till next 
week’s meeting with the Democratic con- 
gressional leadership. [Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 4:15 p.m. in 
Hall C of the New Orleans Convention 
Center. In his opening remarks, he referred 
to Frank J. Fahrenkopf, Jr., chairman of the 
Republican National Committee, and Mrs. 
Fahrenkopf. 


Remarks at a Luncheon Honoring Mrs. 
Reagan at the Republican National 
Convention in New Orleans, Louisiana 


August 15, 1988 


Mrs. Reagan. Well, wait till I tell my hus- 
band about this. [Laughter] Maureen, you 
really did surprise me—everything. I was 
told that this was going to be a surprise 
luncheon. I was not to ask any questions, 
which I didn’t, so that I never knew what 
exactly was going to happen. But really, I 
do thank you. Thank you. And I want to 
thank Rich Little, my good friend, and Bar- 
bara Cook, who was so wonderful and sang 
my favorite song, and everybody who spoke 
up here so nicely about me. I appreciate it 
so much. And all these wonderful kids—I 
mean, you were the topping on the cake. 
And the contribution, of course, was—I 
never, never expected—the whole thing has 
been a big, big surprise. 

Well, now, if I can come down to Earth 
for a minute here. You know, obviously, this 
convention is a very warm and nostalgic 
one for my husband and me. We can’t help 
but think of previous conventions and all 
the remarkable people that we’ve met over 
the years. So many memories come flooding 
back: Kansas City, Detroit, Dallas. The Re- 
publican Party has given Ronnie and me 8 
of the most wonderful years we ever had. 


Of course, sometimes they were a little bit 
frustrating and a little bit frightening, but 
they were wonderful. So, I’d like to express 
our thanks to you for giving us those years. 

But you know, there are cycles and 
rhythms to life. There are times to enter, 
times to stay, and times to leave. And today 
the curtain begins to close on the Reagan 
era of the Republican Party. We’ve had a 
wonderful run. But the time has come for 
the Bushes to step into the political leading 
roles, and for the Reagans to step into the 
wings. And that’s as it should be. 

During our two terms together, George 
and Bar have been totally supportive and 
helpful and gracious. And they have our 
gratitude and affection. My husband 
couldn’t have selected a better Vice Presi- 
dent than George Bush. He’s a man of in- 
tegrity and conscience and loyalty—quali- 
ties that aren’t always in great abundance 
in Washington. And I know I couldn’t have 
found a warmer, more considerate, more 
caring counterpart than Barbara Bush. And 
I think she’ll be a remarkable First Lady. 

So, I want to thank George and Bar for 
that letter that they sent also. And I want to 
thank all of you here and so many others 
who aren’t here, who have stood by us over 
these past 8 years. I can’t tell you how im- 
portant it is to know that you have friends. 
So, to my friends, I say a very heartfelt 
thank you. Thank you very much. 

Maureen Reagan. We have one more 
surprise for you. It wouldn’t be complete to 
pay a tribute to the First Lady of the 
United States without the real leader of the 
Republican Party, President Ronald Reagan. 

The President. | came over on such short 
notice that I haven’t had a chance to read 
my remarks yet. [Laughter] But the 
speechwriters usually do a pretty good job, 
so I'll just begin. 

I’ve known the guest of honor for many 
years. [Laughter] Well, yes, that’s true. 
[Laughter] She was once one of the original 
members of the Reagan inner circle— 
{laughter|\—well, I can’t dispute that— 
[laughter|—who’s been involved in some of 
the most delicate White House matters, 
such as high-level staff—maybe I better do 
this by myself. [Laughter] 

In fact, I’ve been thinking for several 
days about what exactly I wanted to say 
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today and how to put Nancy’s role in my 
life in perspective for you. But what do you 
say about someone who gives your life 
meaning? What do you say about someone 
who’s always there with support and under- 
standing, someone who makes sacrifices so 
that your life will be easier and more suc- 
cessful? Well, what you say is that you love 
that person and treasure her. I simply can’t 
imagine the last 8 years without Nancy. The 
Presidency wouldn’t have been the joy it’s 
been for me without her there beside me. 
And that second-floor living quarters in the 
White House would have seemed a big and 
lonely spot without her waiting for me 
every day at the end of the day. You know, 
she once said that a President has all kinds 
of advisers and experts who look after his 
interests when it comes to foreign policy or 
the economy or whatever, but no one who 
looks after his needs as a human being. 
Well, Nancy has done that for me through 
recuperations and crises. Every President 
should be so lucky. 

I think it’s all too common in marriages 
that, no matter how much partners love 
each other, they don’t thank each other 
enough. And I suppose I don’t thank Nancy 
enough for all that she does for me. So, 
Nancy, in front of all your friends here 
today, let me say, thank you for all you do. 
Thank you for your love. And thank you for 
just being you. 

Mrs. Reagan. Oh, dear! 

The President. You going to puddle up? 

Mrs. Reagan. Yes. 


Note: Mrs. Reagan spoke at 2:13 p.m. in 
Hall A at the New Orleans Convention 
Center. 


Remarks at the Republican National 
Convention in New Orleans, Louisiana 
August 15, 1988 


The President. Madam Chairman, dele- 
gates to the convention, and fellow citizens, 
thank you for that warm and generous wel- 
come. Nancy and I have been enjoying the 
finest of Southern hospitality since we ar- 
rived here yesterday. And believe me, after 
that reception I don’t think the “Big Easy” 
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has ever been bigger than it has tonight. 
And with all due respect to Cajun cuisine 
cooking and New Orleans jazz, nothing 
could be hotter than the spirit of the dele- 
gates in this hall, except maybe a victory 
celebration on November 8th. In that spirit, 
I think we can be forgiven if we give our- 
selves a little pat on the back for having 
made “Republican” a proud word once 
again and America a proud nation again. 
Nancy and I are so honored to be your 
guests tonight, to share a little of your spe- 
cial time, and we thank you. 

Now I want to invoke executive privilege 
to talk for a moment about a very special 
lady who has been selfless not just for our 
party but for the entire Nation. She is a 
strong, courageous, compassionate woman; 
and wherever she’s gone here in the United 
States, as well as abroad, whether with 
young or old, whether comforting the griev- 
ing or supporting the youngsters who are 
fighting the scourge of drugs, she makes us 
proud. I’ve been proud of her for a long 
time, but never more so than in these last 8 
years. With your tribute to Nancy today, 
you warmed my heart as well as hers, and 
believe me, she deserves your tribute. And 
I am deeply grateful to you for what you 
have done. 

When people tell me that I became Presi- 
dent on January 20th, 1981, I feel I have to 
correct them. You don’t become President 
of the United States. You are given tempo- 
rary custody of an institution called the 
Presidency, which belongs to our people. 
Having temporary custody of this office has 
been for me a sacred trust and an honor 
beyond words or measure. That trust began 
with many of you in this room many con- 
ventions ago. Many’s the time that I’ve said 
a prayer of thanks to all Americans who 
placed this trust in my hands. And tonight, 
please accept again our heartfelt gratitude, 
Nancy’s and mine, for this special time that 
you’ve given in our lives. 

Just a moment ago, you multiplied the 
honor with a moving tribute, and being 
only human, there’s a part of me that would 
like to take credit for what we’ve achieved. 
But tonight, before we do anything else, let 
us remember that tribute really belongs to 
the 245 million citizens who make up the 
greatest and the first three words in our 
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Constitution: “We The People.” It is the 
American people who endured the great 
challenge of lifting us from the depths of 
national calamity, renewing our mighty eco- 
nomic strength, and leading the way to re- 
storing our respect in the world. They are 
an extraordinary breed we call Americans. 
So, if there’s any salute deserved tonight, 
it’s to the heroes everywhere in this land 
who make up the doers, the dreamers, and 
the lifebuilders, without which our glorious 
experiment in democracy would have 
failed. 

This convention brings back so many 
memories to a fellow like me. I can still 
remember my first Republican convention: 
Abraham Lincoln giving a speech that— 
[/aughter|}—sent tingles down my spine. No, 
I have to confess, I wasn’t actually there. 
The truth is, way back then, I belonged to 
the other party. [Laughter] But surely we 
can remember another convention. Eight 
years ago, we gathered in Detroit in a trou- 
bled time for our beloved country. And we 
gathered solemnly to share our dreams. 
When I look back, I wonder if we dared be 
so bold to take on those burdens. But in 
that same city of Detroit, when the 20th 
century was only in its second year, another 
great Republican, Teddy Roosevelt, told 
Americans not to hold back from dangers 
ahead but to rejoice: “Our hearts lifted with 
the faith that to us and to our children it 
shall be given to make this Republic the 
mightiest among the peoples of mankind.” 
Teddy said those, years ago. In 1980 we 
needed every bit of that kind of faith. 

That year, it was our dream that together 
we could rescue America and make a new 
beginning, to create anew that shining city 
on a hill. The dream we shared was to re- 
claim our government, to transform it from 
one that was consuming our prosperity into 
one that would get out of the way of those 
who created prosperity. It was a dream of 
again making our nation strong enough to 
preserve world peace and freedom and to 
recapture our national destiny. We made a 
determination that our dream would not be 
built on a foundation of sand—something 
called “Trust Me Government”—but we 
would trust, instead, the American spirit. 
And, yes, we were unashamed in believing 
that this dream was driven by a community 
of shared values of family, work, neighbor- 


hood, peace, and freedom. And on the 
night of July 17th, 1980, we left with a 
mutual pledge to conduct a national cru- 
sade to make America great again. We had 
faith because the heroes in our midst had 
never failed us before. Tom Paine knew 
what these Americans with character of 
steel could do when he wrote: “The harder 
the conflict, the more glorious the tri- 
umph.” And my fellow citizens, while our 
triumph is not yet complete, the road has 
been glorious, indeed. 

Eight years ago, we met at a time when 
America was in economic chaos, and today 
we meet in a time of economic promise. 
We met then in international distress and 
today with global hope. Now, I think we 
can be forgiven if we engage in a little 
review of that history tonight—as the saying 
goes, “Just a friendly reminder.” I’ve been 
doing a little remembering of my own be- 
cause of all that inflated rhetoric by our 
friends in Atlanta last month. But then, in- 
flation is their specialty. 

Before we came to Washington, Ameri- 
cans had just suffered the two worst back- 
to-back years of inflation in 60 years. Those 
are the facts, and as John Adams said, 
“Facts are stubborn things.” Interest rates 
had jumped to over 21 percent, the highest 
in 120 years, more than doubling the aver- 
age monthly mortgage payments for work- 
ing families—our families. When they sat 
around the kitchen table, it was not to plan 
summer vacations, it was to plan economic 
survival. Facts are stubborn things. 

Industrial production was down, and pro- 
ductivity was down for 2 consecutive years. 
The average weekly—you missed me [The 
President referred to a background noise.}— 
[laughter|—the average weekly wage 
plunged 9 percent. The median family in- 
come fell 5% percent. Facts are stubborn 
things. 

Our friends on the other side had actually 
passed the single highest tax bill in the 200- 
year history of the United States. Auto 
loans, because of their policies, went up to 
17 percent, so our great factories began 
shutting down. Fuel costs jumped through 
the atmosphere, more than doubling. Then 
people waited in gas lines as well as unem- 
ployment lines. Facts are stupid things— 
stubborn things, I should say. [Laughter] 
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And then there was the misery index. 
That was an election year gimmick they 
designed for the 1976 campaign. They 
added the unemployment and inflation 
rates. And it came to 13.4 percent in 1976, 
and they declared that our candidate, Jerry 
Ford, had no right to seek re-election with 
that kind of misery index. But 4 years later, 
in the 1980 campaign, they didn’t mention 
the misery index. Do you suppose it was 
because it was no longer 13.4 percent? In 
those 4 years it had become almost 21 per- 
cent. And last month, in Atlanta at their 
convention, there was again no mention of 
the misery index. Why? Because right now 
it’s less than 9.2 percent. Facts are stubborn 


When we met in Detroit in that summer 
of 1980, it was a summer of discontent for 
America around the world. Our national de- 
fense had been so weakened, the Soviet 
Union had begun to engage in reckless ag- 
gression, including the invasion and occupa- 
tion of Afghanistan. The U.S. response to 
that was to forbid our athletes to participate 
in the 1980 Olympics and to try to puil the 
rug out from under our farmers with a 
grain and soybean embargo. And in those 
years, on any given day, we had military 
aircraft that couldn’t fly for lack of spare 
parts and ships that couldn’t leave port for 
the same reason or for lack of a crew. Our 
Embassy in Pakistan was burned to the 
ground, and the one in Iran was stormed 
and occupied with all Americans taken as 
hostages. The world began to question the 
constancy and resolve of the United States. 
Our leaders answered not that there was 
something wrong with our government but 
that our people were at fault because of 
some malaise. Well, facts are stubborn 


When our friends last month talked of 
unemployment, despair, hopelessness, eco- 
nomic weakness, I wondered why in Earth 
—_ were talking about 1978 instead of 
1988. 

And now we hear talk that it’s time for a 
change. Well, ladies and gentlemen, an- 
other friendly reminder: We are the 
change. We rolled up our sleeves and went 
to work in January of 1981. We focused on 
hope, not despair. We challenged the failed 
policies of the past because we believed 
that a society is:great not because of prom- 
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ises made by its government but only be- 
cause of progress made by its people. And 
that was our change. 

We said something shocking: Taxes ought 
to be reduced, not raised. We cut the tax 
rates for the working folks of America. We 
indexed taxes, and that stopped a bracket 
creep which kicked average wage earners 
into higher tax brackets when they had only 
received a cost-of-living pay raise. And we 
initiated reform of the unfairness in our tax 
system. And what do you know, the top 5 
percent of earners are paying a higher per- 
centage of the total tax revenue at the 
lower rates than they ever had before, and 
millions of earners at the bottom of the 
scale have been freed from paying any 
income tax at all. That was our change. 

So, together we pulled out of a tailspin 
and created 17% million good jobs. That’s 
more than a quarter of a million new jobs a 
month—every month—for 68 consecutive 
months. America is working again. And just 
since our 1984 convention, we have created 
over 11 million of those new jobs. Now, just 
why would our friends on the other side 
want to change thatP Why do they think 
putting you out of work is better than put- 
ting you to work? 

New homes are being built. New car sales 
reached record levels. Exports are starting 
to climb again. Factory capacity is ap- 
proaching maximum use. You know, I’ve 
noticed they don’t call it Reaganomics any- 
more. [Laughter] 

As for inflation, well, that, too, has 
changed. We changed it from the time it 
hit 18 percent in 1980 down to between 3.5 
and 4 percent. Interest rates are less than 
half of what they were. In fact, nearly half 
of all mortgages taken out on family homes 
in 1986 and more than a third of those in 
1987 were actually old loans being refi- 
nanced at the new lower rates. Young fami- 
lies have finally been able to get some 
relief. These, too, were our changes. 

We rebuilt our Armed Forces. We liberat- 
ed Grenada from the Communists and 
helped return that island to democracy. We 
struck a firm blow against Libyan terrorism. 
We've seen the growth of democracy in 90 
percent of Latin America. The Soviets have 
begun to pull out of Afghanistan. The 
bloody Iran-Iraq war is coming to an end. 
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And for the first time in 8 years we have 
the prospects of peace in Southwest Africa 
and the removal of Cuban and other for- 
eign forces from the region. And in the 
2,765 days of our administration, not 1 inch 
of ground has fallen to the Communists. 

The Audience. Reagan! Reagan! Reagan! 

The President. Today we have the first 
treaty in world history to eliminate an 
entire class of U.S. and Soviet nuclear mis- 
siles. We’re working on the Strategic De- 
fense Initiative to defend ourselves and our 
allies against nuclear terror. And American 
and Soviet relations are the best they’ve 
ever been since World War II. 

And virtually all this change occurred— 
and continues to occur—in spite of the re- 
sistance of those liberal elites who loudly 
proclaim that it’s time for a change. They 
resisted our defense buildup. They resisted 
our tax cuts. They resisted cutting the fat 
out of government. And they resisted our 
appointments of judges committed to the 
law and the Constitution. 

And it’s time for some more straight talk. 
This time it’s about the budget deficit. Yes, 
it’s much too high. But the President 
doesn’t vote for a budget, and the President 
can’t spend a dime. Only the Congress can 
do that. They blame the defense increases 
for the deficit, yet defense spending today, 
in real dollars, is almost exactly what it was 
6 years ago. In a 6-year period, Congress 
cut defense spending authority by over 
$125 billion. And for every $1 reduction in 
defense outlays, they added $2 to domestic 
spending. 

The Audience. Booo! 

The President. Now, if they had passed 
my first budget, my first spending plan in 
1982, the cumulative outlays and deficits 
would have been $207 billion lower by 
1986. Every single year I’ve been in office, 
I have supported and called for a balanced 
budget amendment to the Constitution, and 
the liberals have said no every year. I called 
for the line-item veto, which 43 Governors 
have, to cut fat in the budget, and the liber- 
als have said no. Every year I’ve attempted 
to limit their wild spending sprees, and 
they’ve said no. They would have us believe 
that runaway budget deficits began in 1981 
when we took office. Well, let me tell you 
something: The fact is, when they began 
their war on poverty in the middle sixties, 


from 1965 through 1980—in just those 15 
years the budgets increased to five times 
what they had been, and the deficits went 
up to 52 times what they had been before 
their war on poverty. Now, don’t we know 
that if they’re elected their answer will be 
the one they’ve relied on in the past, and 
that is higher taxes. 

The Audience. Booo! 

The President. The other party has con- 
trolled the House of Representatives for 52 
out of the last 56 years. 

The Audience. Booo! 

The President. They’ve controlled the 
Senate also for 46 of those years. 

The Audience. Booo! 

The President. Where we really need a 
change is to elect Republican majorities in 
both Houses. And then George Bush can 
have a team that will protect your tax cuts; 
keep America strong; hold down inflation 
and interest rates; appoint judges to pre- 
serve your rights; and, yes, reduce the 
budget deficit. 

Early in the first term, we set out to 
reduce Federal regulations that had been 
imposed on the people, on businesses, and 
on local and State governments. Today I’m 
proud to say that we have eliminated so 
many unnecessary regulations that govern- 
ment-required paperwork imposed on citi- 
zens, businesses, and other levels of govern- 
ment has been reduced by an estimated 
600 million man-hours of paperwork a year. 

And George was there. 

The Audience. Four more years! Four 
more years! Four more years! 

The President. No, you haven’t heard it 
all yet. George Bush headed up that task 
force that eliminated those regulations. 

In 1980 and before, it took 7 weeks to get 
a Social Security card. Now it takes 10 days. 
It only takes 10 days to get a passport. It 
used to take 43 days. It took 75 days to get 
an export license. Now it’s only 17 days, 
and for some countries, only 5. It took over 
100 days to process a claim for a Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
Title I loan—100 days. It now takes less 
than one-fourth of that—22 days. I think 
these specifics suggest there is a new level 
of competent management in the depart- 
ments of our government. George played a 
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major role in everything that we have ac- 
complished in these 8 years. 

Now early on, we had a foreign policy 
problem. Our NATO allies were under the 
threat of Soviet intermediate-range missiles, 
and NATO had no equivalent deterrent. 
Our effort to provide a deterrent—Pershing 
and ground-launched cruise missiles on the 
NATO line—resulted in political problems 
for our NATO allies. There was objection 
on the part of many other people to deploy- 
ment of our missiles. George represented us 
in Brussels with the heads of the NATO 
countries, and they agreed when he fin- 
ished to take the missiles. This subsequently 
persuaded the Soviets to sign the INF 
treaty and begin removing their SS—20’s. 

None of our achievements happened by 
accident, but only because we overcame 
liberal opposition to put our programs in 
place. And without George Bush to build on 
those policies, everything we’ve achieved 
will be at risk. All the work, sacrifice, and 
effort of the American people could end in 
the very same disaster that we inherited in 
1981. 

Because I feel so strongly about the work 
that must continue and the need to protect 
our gains for the American family and for 
national security, I want to share with you 
the qualities we should seek in the next 
President. We need someone who's big 
enough and experienced enough to handle 
tough and demanding negotiations with Mr. 
Gorbachev because this is no time to 
gamble with on-the-job training. We need 
someone who’s prepared to be President 
and who has the commitment to stand up 
for you against massive new taxes and who 
will keep alive the hope and promise that 
keeps our economy strong. It’ll take some- 
body who has seen this office from the 
inside, who senses the danger points, will 
be cool under fire, and knows the range of 
answers when the tough questions come. 
Well, that’s the George Bush that I’ve seen 
up close, when the staff and Cabinet mem- 
bers have closed the door and when the 
two of us are alone—someone who is not 
afraid to speak his mind and who can cut to 
the core of an issue, someone who never 
runs away from a fight, never backs away 
from his beliefs, and never makes excuses. 

This office is not mine to give; only you, 
the people, can do that. But I love America 
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too much and care too much about where 
we will be in the next few years. I care that 
we give custody of this office to someone 
who will build on our changes, not retreat 
to the past, someone who will continue the 
change all of us fought for. To preserve 
what we have and not risk losing it all, 
America needs George Bush—and Barbara 
Bush as First Lady. 

The Audience. Bush in ’88! Bush in 88! 
Bush in ’88! 

The President. Okay. All right. 

With George Bush, I'll know as we ap- 
proach the new millenium our children will 
have a future secure with a nation at peace 
and protected against aggression. We'll 
have a prosperity that spreads the blessings 
of our abundance and opportunity across all 
America. We’ll have safe and active neigh- 
borhoods, drug free schools that send our 
children soaring in the atmosphere of great 
ideas and deep values, and a nation confi- 
dently willing to take its leadership into the 
uncharted reaches of a new age. 

So, George, I’m in your corner. I’m ready 
to volunteer a little advice now and then 
and offer a pointer or two on strategy, if 
asked. I'll help keep the facts straight or 
just stand back and cheer. But, George, just 
one personal request: Go out there and win 
one for the Gipper. 

As you can imagine, I’m sorely tempted 
to spend the rest of this evening telling the 
truth about our friends who met in Atianta, 
but, then, why should I have all the fun? 
[Laughter] So, for the next few moments, 
let’s talk about the future. 

This is the last Republican convention I 
will address as President. Maybe you'll see 
your way to inviting me back sometime. 
But like so many of us, as I said earlier, I 
started out in the other party. But 40 years 
ago, I cast my last vote as a Democrat. It 
was a party in which Franklin Delano Roo- 
sevelt promised the return of power to the 
States. It was a party where Harry Truman 
committed a strong and resolute America to 
preserving freedom. F.D.R. had run on a 
platform of eliminating useless boards and 
commissions and returning autonomy and 
authority to local governments and to the 
States. That party changed, and it will 
never be the same. They left me; I didn’t 
leave them. So, it was our Republican party 
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that gave me a political home. When I 
signed up for duty, I didn’t have to check 
my principles at the door. And I soon found 
out that the desire for victory did not over- 
come our devotion to ideals. 

And what ideals those have been. Our 
party speaks for human freedom, for the 
sweep of liberties that are at the core of our 
existence. We do not shirk from our duties 
to preserve freedom so it can unfold across 
the world for yearning millions. We believe 
that lasting peace comes only through 
strength and not through the good will of 
our adversaries. We have a healthy skepti- 
cism of government, checking its excesses 
at the same time we’re willing to harness its 
energy when it helps improve the lives of 
our citizens. We have pretty strong notions 
that higher tax receipts are no inherent 
right of the Federal Government. We don’t 
think that inflation and high interest rates 
show compassion for the poor, the young, 
and the elderly. We respect the values that 
bind us together as families and as a nation. 
For our children, we don’t think it’s wrong 
to have them committed to pledging each 
day to the “one nation, under God, indivisi- 
ble, with liberty and justice for all.” And we 
have so many requirements in their class- 
rooms, why can’t we at least have one thing 
that is voluntary, and that is allow our kids 
to repair quietly to their faith to say a 
prayer to start the day as Congress does. 
For the unborn, quite simply, shouldn’t 
they be able to live to become children in 
those classrooms? 

Those are some of our principles. You in 
this room, and millions like you watching 
and listening tonight, are selfless and dedi- 
cated to a better world based on these prin- 
ciples. You aren’t quitters. You walk not just 
precincts but for a cause. You stand for 
something—the finest warriors for free gov- 
ernment that I have known. Nancy and I 
thank you for letting us be a part of your 
tireless determination to leave a better 
world for our children. And that’s why 
we're here, isn’t itP A better world? 

I know I’ve said this before, but I believe 
that God put this land between the two 
great oceans to be found by special people 
from every corner of the world who had 
that extra love for freedom that prompted 
them to leave their homeland and come to 
this land to make it a brilliant light beam of 


freedom to the world. It’s our gift to have 
visions, and I want to share that of a young 
boy who wrote to me shortly after I took 
office. In his letter he said, “I love America 
because you can join Cub Scouts if you 
want to. You have a right to worship as you 
please. If you have the ability, you can try 
to be anything you want to be. And I also 
like America because we have about 200 
flavors of ice cream.” Well, truth through 
the eyes of a child: freedom of association, 
freedom of worship, freedom of hope and 
opportunity, and the pursuit of happiness— 
in this case, choosing among 200 flavors of 
ice cream—that’s America, everyone with 
his or her vision of the American promise. 
That’s why we’re a magnet for the world: 
for those who dodged bullets and gave their 
lives coming over the Berlin Wall and 
others only a few of whom avoided death, 
coming in tiny boats on turbulent oceans. 
This land, its people, the dreams that unfold 
here and the freedom to bring it all togeth- 
er—well, those are what make America 
soar, up where you can see hope billowing 
in those freedom winds. 

When our children turn the pages of our 
lives, I hope they'll see that we had a vision 
to pass forward a nation as nearly perfect as 
we could, where there’s decency, tolerance, 
generosity, honesty, courage, common 
sense, fairness, and piety. This is my vision, 
and I’m grateful to God for blessing me 
with a good life and a long one. But when I 
pack up my bags in Washington, don’t 
expect me to be happy to hear all this talk 
about the twilight of my life. 

Twilight? Twilight? Not in America. 
Here, it’s a sunrise every day—fresh new 
opportunities, dreams to build. Twilight? 
That’s not possible, because I confess there 
are times when I feel like I’m still little 
Dutch Reagan racing my brother down the 
hill to the swimming hole under the rail- 
road bridge over the Rock River. You see, 
there’s no sweeter day than each new one, 
because here in our country, it means some- 
thing wonderful can happen to you. And 
something wonderful happened to me. 

We lit a prairie fire a few years back. 
Those flames were fed by passionate ideas 
and convictions, and we were determined 
to make them run all—burn, I should say, 
all across America. And what times we’ve 
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had. Together we’ve fought for causes we 
love. But we can never let the fire go out or 
quit the fight because the battle is never 
over. Our freedom must be defended over 
and over again—and then again. 

There’s still a lot of brush to clear out at 
the ranch, fences that need repair, and 
horses to ride. But I want you to know that 
if the fires ever dim, I'll leave my phone 
number and address behind just in case you 
need a foot soldier. Just let me know, and 
I'll be there, as long as words don’t leave 
me and as long as this sweet country strives 


to be special during its shining moment on 
Earth. 


Twilight, you say? Listen to H.G. Wells. 
H.G. Wells says: “The past is but the begin- 
ning of a beginning, and all that is and has 
been is but the twilight of the dawn.” Well, 
that’s a new day—our sunlit new day—to 
keep alive the fire so that when we look 
back at the time of choosing, we can say 
that we did all that could be done. Never 
less. 

Thank you. Good night. God bless you, 
and God bless America. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:42 p.m. in 


the New Orleans Superdome. In his open- 
ing remarks, he referred to Elizabeth Han- 
ford Dole, temporary chairman of the con- 
vention. 


Remarks to Service Personnel and ~ 
Their Families at Belle Chasse Naval 
Air Station, Louisiana 

August 16, 1988 


The Vice President. Well, Mr. President 
and Nancy, hail and farewell. You know, a 
great scientist, Isaac Newton, once said: “If 
I’ve seen further, it’s because I’ve stood on 
the shoulder of giants.” And by the time 
you leave office—you’ve graced—you will 
have done for America the greatest thing 
that a President could do: You will have left 
this country better than you found it. 

And today America can see further be- 
cause of your vision. And now it’s time to 
extend that vision into the next century, 
and it’s time to accept the challenge that 
you've left for us and made possible to build 


1068 


a better America. And we accept that chal- 
lenge, and we look forward to writing the 
next chapter in America’s freedom story be- 
cause America’s mission is greatness. And I 
do not intend to fail. 

Thank you, Nancy. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. God bless you. Godspeed. 

The President. Well, ladies and gentle- 
men, the reason the Vice President and I 
are meeting this way is a recent decision by 
the fire marshall in New Orleans: He said 
that New Orleans is now so crowded he’s 
not letting in a new Republican unless one 
leaves. [Laughter] But I just tried to make a 
deal with George that I'd tell him where to 
find the best blackened redfish if he’d tell 
me who is going to be Vice President. 
[Laughter] 

But seriously, and no more of that, 
George, a great deal rides on this campaign. 
And on you are America’s hopes for contin- 
ued peace and prosperity. And Nancy and I 
want you and Barbara to know that you 
have all our support all the way and all our 
love. And good luck, and God bless you 
both. 

The Vice President. Thank you, sir. Have 
a good, safe trip. See you in a few weeks. 

Q. Did he tell you who is going to be 
Vice President? 

Q. Any suggestions? 

Q. Did he tell you who the Vice Presi- 
dential nominee will be? 

The President. 1 don’t know. 

Q. Why not? 

The President. Because he hasn’t told me. 

Q. Any suggestions? 

The President. And I’m not sure that he 
knows. 

The Vice President. No, I know. 

Q. Have you made a decision, Mr. Bush? 
Have you made a decision? 

The Vice President. Yes. Yes I have. 

Q. When will you make the announce- 
ment, sir? 

The Vice President. Haven’t made that 
decision. 

Q. When will you make the announce- 
ment? 

The President. He says he hasn’t made 
that decision. 

Q. Senator Dole is very—— 
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Q. Mr. President, do you have any sug- 
gestions who it should be? 
The t. Nope. 


Note: The Vice President spoke at 10:56 a.m. 
on the tarmac the air station. At the 
conclusion of the farewell remarks, the 
President traveled to his ranch in Santa 
Barbara, CA. 


Statement on the Selection of Senator 
Dan Quayle of Indiana as the 
Republican Vice Presidential Nominee 
August 16, 1988 


Vice President Bush has made an out- 
standing selection of Senator Quayle as his 
running mate. Dan was first elected to the 
Senate as part of the Reagan-Bush team in 
1980. He’s a proven vote-getter. I’ve 
worked closely with Dan on a number of 
issues. He has been a leader in the Senate 
for a strong national defense, particularly 
the Strategic Defense Initiative, and propo- 
nent of innovative job creation programs. 
His talent, intellect, family, and energy will 
be valuable assets during the campaign, and 
I know he will be a great Vice President. I 
salute Vice President Bush’s selection. 
George has made an excellent choice. 


Statement on the Deaths of President 
Mohammed Zia-ul-Hagq, United States 
Ambassador Arnold Raphel, and 
Accompanyi itary Personnel in an 
Airplane Crash in Pakistan 

August 17, 1988 


I am deeply saddened to learn of the 
deaths of President Zia-ul-Haq of Pakistan 
and the American Ambassador to Pakistan, 
Arnold Raphel, and others in the crash of 
President Zia’s C-130. 

In these 7% years, I met with President 
Zia several times, and we worked together 
for peace and stability. His commitment to 
the independence and security of his coun- 
try always came through. President Zia also 
believed in freedom for Afghanistan. He 
had the courage to host millions of Afghans 


who fled to Pakistan to escape a brutal war 
and to provide support for the Afghan re- 
sistance. The people of Pakistan followed 
his lead, incurring sacrifices to do so. 

The United States was fortunate to have 
such a friend in President Zia, but our sup- 
port for Pakistan is not dependent upon any 
individual. Our close relations with Pakistan 
zo back three decades, as does our commit- 
ment to its security and stability. Our 
strong support for the people of Pakistan 
and the security and territorial integrity of 
Pakistan will continue. We will give our full 
support to acting President Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan 


Nancy and I want to convey our deepest 
sympathy to Begum Zia and the family at 
their great loss. 

Ambassador Raphel was a distinguished 
officer of the Foreign Service. He worked 
tirelessly to build and preserve the ties be- 
tween our two countries. He will be missed. 
Nancy and I extend our sympathy and pray- 
ers to Mrs. Raphel and to the Raphel family 
and to the families of the others who lost 
their lives. 


White House Statement on the Soviet- 
United States Joint Verification 
Experiment for Nuclear Testing 
August 17, 1988 


Today at the U.S. nuclear test site in 
Nevada, the United States and the Soviet 
Union will conduct the first phase of the 
Joint Verification Experiment (JVE). This is 
the result of a U.S.-Soviet agreement which 
provides for one underground nuclear ex- 
plosion experiment at the U.S. test site and 
for another such experiment at the Soviet 
test site near Semipalatinsk in September. 
U.S. and Soviet scientists, technicians, and 
observers will be present at each other’s 
test site to measure yields of the explosions 
and to discuss the results of the two tests. 

During the December 1987 Washington 
summit, the U.S. and Soviet Union agreed 
to design and conduct the JVE to facilitate 
an agreement on effective verification 
measures for the Threshold Test Ban Treaty 
(TTBT) of 1974 and the Peaceful Nuclear 
Explosions Treaty (PNET) of 1976. Such an 
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agreement on effective verification meas- 
ures would in turn permit these two trea- 
ties to be ratified, a longtime goal of the 
administration. The JVE will provide the 
opportunity to measure the yield of nuclear 
explosions using techniques proposed by 
each side. The United States has proposed 
CORRTEX, a direct hydrodynamic yield 
measurement system, as the most accurate 
technique available for verification of the 
TTBT and PNET. Through the JVE, the 
United States hopes to provide the Soviet 
Union with the information it needs to 
accept the routine U.S. use of CORRTEX in 
the verification of these two treaties. 

For the past four decades a strong nucle- 
ar deterrent has ensured U.S. security and 
helped to preserve the freedom of our allies 
and friends. As long as we must rely on 
nuclear weapons, we must continue to test 
to ensure the reliability, effectiveness, 
safety, security, and survivability of our nu- 
clear arsenal. Today’s JVE is a further posi- 
tive step which reflects the success of the 
administration’s practical and measured ap- 
proach to nuclear testing. 


Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations on the 
United States Delegation to the 
Funeral of President Mohammed Zia- 
ul-Hagq of Pakistan 

August 18, 1988 


The President has asked Secretary of 
State George Shultz to lead the U.S. delega- 
tion to the funeral of President Zia-ul-Haq 
of Pakistan. 

Accompanying Secretary Shultz will be 
Under Secretary of State Michael Armacost; 
NSC staff member Robert Oakley; State De- 
partment Country Director Robert Flaten; 
and Army Maj. Gen. Donald Jones, repre- 
senting the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Congres- 
sional members to the delegation include: 
Congressman John P. Murtha (D-PA); Con- 
gressman Bill McCollum, Jr. (R-FL); and 
Congressman Charles Wilson (D-TX). 

The funeral will take place Saturday from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. (local time) in Islamabad, 
Pakistan. 
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Nomination of Robert B. Oakley To Be 
United States Ambassador to Pakistan 


August 18, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert B. Oakley to be 
Ambassador to Pakistan. Mr. Oakley is a 
career Foreign Service officer currently 
serving as Special Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs and Senior Di- 
rector of Middle East, South Asia, and 
North Africa Affairs for the National Securi- 
ty Council. 

Ambassador Oakley has the rank of 
Career Minister in the Foreign Service, 
which he joined in 1957. Prior to joining 
the NSC staff he was a resident fellow at 
the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. Previously he completed a 2-year 
tour as Director of the Office for Combat- 
ting Terrorism at the Department of State, 
September 1984 to September 1986; Am- 
bassador to the Somali Democratic Repub- 
lic, 1982-1984; Ambassador to the Republic 
of Zaire, 1979-1982; Deputy Assistant Sec- 
retary for Asia and the Pacific, 1972-1979; 
and senior adviser of the National Security 
Council staff for the Middle East, South Asia, 
and North Africa, 1974-1977. 

Mr. Oakley graduated from Princeton 
University (1952). He is married, has two 
children, and resides in Washington, DC. 
Mr. Oakley was born March 12, 1931, in 
Dallas, TX. 


Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations on the 
General Accounting Office’s 
Investigation of General Noriega of 
Panama 


August 18, 1988 


The General Accounting Office’s request 
for information on General Noriega asks for 
a broad range of sensitive intelligence ma- 
terial, information from open law enforce- 
ment files and material reflecting the delib- 
erative decisionmaking process of the exec- 
utive branch. Administration officials met 
with the GAO in an effort to narrow the 
request, which GAO declined to do. 
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Because the request involved extremely 
sensitive intelligence and law enforcement 
information, and because the attempt to in- 
quire into the deliberative process of the 
executive branch raises serious constitution- 
al concerns, we informed GAO on July 13, 
1988, that would need to complete a legal 
review of the issues raised by their request 
before responding. The Justice Department 
has just completed that review and has con- 
cluded that the subject matter of the re- 
quest is beyond GAO’s statutory authority. 
The Justice Department has also concluded 
that, even were the request within the 
GAO’s legal authority, there are statutory 
and constitutional objections to providing 
various specific categories of information re- 
quests. 

Consistent with the legal advice we have 
now received from the Justice Department, 
we will be informing GAO that we cannot 
participate in the study as currently de- 
signed. The administration is prepared to 
meet with GAO to discuss the legal issues 
involved. Moreover, if GAO reformulates its 
request in a manner consistent with its stat- 
utory authority and the legal principles in- 
volved, we will respond to any such new 
request in an appropriate manner. 


Proclamation 5847—National Senior 
Citizens Day, 1988 
August 19, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Throughout our history, older people 
have achieved much for our families, our 
communities, and our country. That re- 
mains true today, and gives us ample reason 
this year to reserve a special day in honor 
of the senior citizens who mean so much to 
our land. 

With improved health care and more 
years of productivity, older citizens are re- 
inforcing their historical roles as leaders and 
as links with our patrimony and sense of 
purpose as individuals and as a Nation. 
Many older people are embarking on 
second careers, giving younger Americans a 
fine example of responsibility, resourceful- 


ness, competence, and determination. And 
more than 4.5 million senior citizens are 
serving as volunteers in various programs 
and projects that benefit every sector of 
society. Wherever the need exists, older 
people are making their presence felt—for 
their own good and that of others. 


our gratitude and esteem by making 

that our communities are 

which to mature and grow 

which older people can participate to 
fullest and can find the t, ac- 
ceptance, assistance, and services they 

to continue to lead lives of independence 
and dignity. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
138, has designated August 21, 1988, as 
“National Senior Citizens Day” and author- 
ized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in observance of this event. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim August 21, 1988, as Na- 
tional Senior Citizens Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:42 a.m., August 22, 1988] 


Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations on the 
Downing of an Iranian Jetliner by the 
United States Navy in the Persian Gulf 
August 19, 1988 


The President has been briefed on the 
results of the investigation into the circum- 
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stances surrounding the downing of Iran 
Air flight 655 and concurs in the actions 
taken by Secretary [of Defense] Carlucci. 
The President has been provided a copy of 
the report of the investigation. 

This tragic accident was ultimately the 
result of the conflict between Iran and Iraq, 
which we now hope is on the verge of set- 
tlement. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the of the 
Press Secretary and not incl: elsewhere 
in this issue. 





August 17 

In the evening, the President telephoned 
Senator Dan Quayle of Indiana to congratu- 
late him on receiving the Republican Vice 
Presidential nomination and to wish him 
well on his upcoming campaign. 


August 18 

The President telephoned the wife and 
mother of Ambassador Arnold Raphel, who 
was killed in an airplane crash in Pakistan, 
to express condolences and sympathy on 
behalf of the Nation. 

The White House announced that Presi- 
dent Reagan sent messages of condolence 
to the wife and family of President Zia-ul- 
Haq of Pakistan. President Zia-ul-Haq was 
killed in the same airplane crash that took 
the life of Ambassador Raphel. President 
Reagan also sent a message to acting Presi- 
dent of Pakistan Ghulam Ishaq Khan, reaf- 
firming U.S. support for Pakistan and the 
peace and reconstruction of the region. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released August 18 


Announcement: 

The President will address fundraisers for 
Senator Pete Wilson of California on August 
23 and Victory ’88 (California Republican 
Party), the California State Republican legis- 
lative fund, and Representative Robert J. 
Lagomarsino of California on August 27. 


Released August 19 


Announcement: 

The President will sign H.R. 4848, the Om- 
nibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988, on August 23 in Long Beach, CA. 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Editor’s Note 





The President was visiting his ranch in 
Santa Barbara County, CA, on August 19, 
the closing date of this issue. Releases and 
announcements issued by the Office of the 
Press Secretary, but not received in time for 
inclusion in this issue, will be printed next 
week. 
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Energy Department, General Counsel—1048 

Environmental Protection Agency, Assistant 
Administrator (General Counsel)—992 

Export-Import Bank of the U.S., Board of Di- 
rectors, member—902 
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Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board, 
member—1000 

Inter-American Foundation, Board of Direc- 
tors, Chairman and member—1002 

International Atomic Energy Agency, General 
Conference, U.S. Representatives to the 32d 
Session—952, 1003 

International Labor Office, Governing Body, 
U.S. Representative—953 

International North Pacific Fisheries Commis- 
sion, U.S. Commissioner—953 

Justice Department 
Assistant Attorneys General 

Legislative and Intergovernmental Af- 
fairs—961 


Office of Legal Counsel—961 

Attorney General—918 

Labor Department, Assistant Secretary (Em- 
ployment and Training)}—986 

Legal Services Corporation, Board of Directors, 
member—1033 

Mississippi River Commission, member—1001 

National Advisory Council on Educational Re- 
search and Improvement, members—954, 
993 

National Commission on Agricultural Policy, 
member—941 

National Commission on Children, members— 
987, 1003 

National Commission for Employment Policy, 
member—900 

National Commission on Libraries and Informa- 
tion Sciences, member—1039 

National Council on the 
member—901 

National Foundation on the Arts and the Hu- 
manities, National Council on the Human- 
ities, members—941, 987, 1039 

National Institute of Building Sciences, Board 
of Directors, member—1040 

National Labor Relations Board, member—912 

National Science Foundation, National Science 
Board, member—1037 - 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, member— 
1037 

Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commis- 
sion, U.S. Commissioner—901 

President’s Cancer Panel, Chairman—940 

President’s Committee on the National Medal 
of Science, Chairman and member—1040 

President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory 
Board, member—940 

President’s National Security Telecommunica- 
— Advisory Committee, members—1028, 
1049 

Securities Investor Protection Corporation, Di- 
rector—1003 

State Department 
Ambassador to Greece—976 


Handicapped, 
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Appointments and Nominations—Continued 


State Department—Continued 
International Communications and Informa- 
tion Policy, coordinator, rank of Ambassa- 
dor—976 
International Labor Conference, 1988, U.S. 
Delegation chairman, rank of Ambassa- 
dor—953 
State Justice Institute, Board of Directors, 
member—1037 
Treasury Department, Assistant Secretary (En- 
forcement)—904 
United Nations, 43d Session of the General As- 
sembly 
Alternate Representative, U.S—1048 
Representatives, U.S.—952, 962 
U.S. Advisory Commission on Public Diploma- 
cy, Chairman and member—1001 
U.S. Information Agency, Associate Director 
(Management)—1028 
U.S. International Development Cooperation 
Agency 
Agency for International Development, As- 
sistant Administrator (Asia and Near 
East)—952 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation, 
Board of Directors, member—1031 
US. International Trade | Commission, 
member—905 
U.S. Postal Service, Board of Governors, 
member—1028 
Veterans Administration, Inspector General— 
962 
White House Office 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Drug 
Abuse Policy—1002 
ial Assistants to the President 
General, and Deputy Directors of the Pres- 
idential Advance Office—1036, 1037 
National Security Affairs—940 
World Administrative Radio Conference for 
Space Services, Chairman of the U.S. delega- 
tion, rank of Ambassador—1049 


Bill Signings 


See also Acts approved at the end of each issue 
Energy and Water Development Appropria- 
tions Act, 1989, statemen!—947 


Bill Vetoes 


Disaster Assistance Act of 1988, remarks—1035 
National Defense Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Year 1989 
Message—996 
Remarks—993 
Wartime relocation and internment of civilians, 
restitution, remarks—1034 


Communications to Congress 


See also Bill Vetoes 
Budget deferrals, message—975 
Canada-U.S. free trade agreement, letter—955 





Communications to Congress—Continued 

Convention on the International Regulations 
for Preventing Collisions at Sea, amend- 
ments, message—960 

Cyprus situation, letter—975 

District of Columbia supplemental appropria- 
tions request, message—1040 

Drought relief legislation, letter—958 

Federal energy conservation programs report, 
message—1033 

France-U:S. taxation protocol, message—985 

Human immunodeficiency virus epidemic, 
Federal action plan, message—1008 

Indonesia-U.S. taxation convention, message— 
1005 

Libya, economic sanctioris under the U.S. na- 
tional emergency, message—903 

National Advisory Council on Adult Education 
report, message—902 

Persian Gulf 
Attack on Panamanian tanker, letter—938 
Downing of Iranian jetliner, letter—896 

Wartime relocation and internment of civilians, 
restitution, letter—989 


Communications to Federal Agencies 


Human immunodeficiency virus epidemic, 
Federal action plan, memorandums—1005 


Executive Orders 


Convention on the Civil Aspects of Internation- 
al Child Abduction, implementation—1038 
Military-related exports, offsets—1039 
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency— 
992 
Presidential emergency boards to investigate 
railroad labor disputes, establishment 
No. 214—910 
No. 215—925 
Presidential Management 
amendments—922 


Interviews With the News Media 


WOC, Davenport, IA—931 
White House press corps, general topics—901, 
911, 919, 994 


Intern Program, 


Proclamations 


Captive Nations Week—924 

Helsinki Human Rights Day—985 

Lyme Disease Awareness Week—946 

National Civil Rights Day—1047 

National Neighborhood Crime Watch Day— 
1031 

National Week of Recognition and Remem- 
brance for Those Who Served in the Korean 
War—963 

Thanksgiving Day—1004 


Radio Addresses 
Administration’s agenda—895 


Document Categories List to Issues 27-32 


Radio Addresses—Continued 

Chief of Staff to the President, resignation— 
895 

Democratic National Convention—945, 949 

Drug abuse and trafficking—909 

Economic growth—945, 949 

Justice Department, Attorney General Meese, 
resignation—909 

National Defense Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Year 1989, veto—1017 

Nicaraguan democratic resistance, U.S. aid— 
983 


Resignations and Retirements 
Treasury Department, Secretary—1009 
Statements by the President 


See also Appointments and Nominations; Bill 
Signings; Bill Vetoes; Resignations and Re- 
tirements 

Berlin Wall, 27th anniversary—1041 

Drug abuse and trafficking, executive-legisla- 
tive task force on—905 

Fair Housing Act amendments—986 

Human immunodeficiency virus epidemic, 
Federal action plan—990 

Justice Department, Attorney General, resigna- 
tion of Edwin Meese III—900 

Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988, Senate approval—1002 

Persian Gulf, downing of Iranian jetliner by 
U.S. Navy—896 

Soviet-U.S. nuclear and space arms talks in 
Geneva, resumption—921 

Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notifica- 
tion Act—990 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


See also Bill Signings; Checklist at the end of 
each issue; Resignations and Retirements 

Angolan cease-fire—1025 

Antiballistic missile treaty review—1024 

Bolivia, bomb attack on Secretary of State 
Shultz—1024 

Brazil, U.S. trade sanctions—947 

Drought situation—957, 1005 

El Salvador, visit with President Duarte—900 

Justice Department, Attorney General, resigna- 
tion of Edwin Meese ITI—900 

Kuwait, U.S. arms sale—904 

Nicaraguan democratic resistance—941 

Persian Gulf, downing of Iranian jetliner by 
U.S. Navy—912 

Presidential emergency boards to investigate 

railroad labor disputes, reports 

No. 214—1038 
No. 215—1001 

South Africa, imprisonment of Nelson Mandela 
and other political prisoners—946 

Space station Freedom—946 

World Cup Soccer tournament, selection of the 
U.S. as the 1994 host country—899 
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